ED visits by males with hemophilia.
Hemophilia is a rare disorder affecting 1 in 5,000 males. Because hemophilia-associated hemorrhage may occur at anytime, affected males frequently seek care in the ED. We studied the epidemiology of ED visits by males with hemophilia. The medical records of all identified Coloradan males with hemophilia who sought care in Colorado EDs in 1998 were reviewed. Fifty-one males with hemophilia had a total of 125 ED visits; hemorrhage accounted for 64.8% of visits (95% CI=55.6, 73.1). On 13.0% (95% CI=6.4, 22.6) of visits for hemorrhage, treatment was warranted, but not given. On 12.3% (95% CI=5.5, 22.8) of visits when treatment was given, there were errors in product choice or dose. Documentation of factor concentrate brand and lot number was present for just 13.9% (95% CI=6.5, 24.7) and 24.6% (95% CI=14.8, 36.9) of visits, respectively. There is substantial room for improvement in the prescribing practices and documentation related to hemophilia care in the ED. Available resources should be utilized by ED physicians.